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Last Day of School 
The Last Day of School is Thursday, June 9

Students are Dismissed at 12:30 p.m.
 The majority of students will be attending school until Thursday , June 9 with an 
early dismissal time of 12:30 p.m. on that day.

 Parents will receive letters regarding the last day of school.
 The last day of school for 4K students is Thursday, June 2  We will have an 

“End of the Year Celebration” on Friday, June 3.
  Parents will receive letters regarding kindergarten graduation 

which will take place the morning of June 9th in Arlington. Those students 
who do not go home with their parents after the graduation ceremony will be 
dismissed to the shuttle bus at 12:15.  All fines/fees must be paid and materials 
returned before the end of the school year. Report cards will be mailed instead of 
being sent home with students. Watch for some important information included 
with report cards concerning the summer and next school year.

 On Thursday, June 9, students in grades 1-5 will be dismissed at 
12:30 p.m. Buses will pick up students at that time. All fines/fees must be paid 
and materials returned before the end of the school year. Report cards will be 
mailed instead of being sent home with students. Watch for some important 
information included with report cards concerning the summer and next school 
year.

 Dismissal time for grades 6-7 students on Thursday, 
June 9 will be at 12:30 p.m. Buses will be at the school to transport students 
home at that time  Students in grade 8 will not attend school on June 9; their last 
day is Wednesday, June 8  which includes a class trip and a dance.  All fines/fees 
must be paid and materials returned before the end of the school year. Report 
cards will be mailed instead of being sent home with students. Watch for some 
important information included with report cards concerning the summer and 
next school year.

 Students will have classes as usual on Thursday, 
June 9 with dismissal at 12:30 p.m. Buses will be at the school at that time. All 
fines/fees must be paid and materials returned before the end of the school 
year. Report cards will be mailed to parents.

  Their last day is Friday, June 3 which 
includes mandatory graduation practice and a class trip.
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Board of Education Meetings
5/23/16 Regular Meeting, 7:00 P.M., PHS IMC
6/20/16 Regular Meeting, 7:00 P.M., PHS IMC

7/18/16 Annual Meeting, 8:00 P.M., Poynette 1-8 Cafeteria

You will have the opportunity to address members of the Board of Education for up to 3 minutes during the 
“Community Forum” portion of the agenda. Please register in the visitor book prior to the beginning of the meeting. 
You will be asked to state your name and address for public records. The Board will listen to all concerns, but can only 
address an item if it appears on the agenda as part of that agenda item. There will be no discussion of personnel or 
individually named students.

2016 Spring Election Results for School Board
Jerry Burke and Angela Hall were elected to the Poynette Board of Education, replacing Joe McIlrath and Todd 

Cibulka, during the election held on April 5, 2016.  Welcome Jerry & Angela to the Poynette Board of Education.

“Upon request to the District Administrator, the District shall make reasonable accommodation including the provision of informational material in an 
alternative format as necessary for a disabled person to be able to participate in this activity.  At least twenty-four (24) hours advance notice of the need 
for accommodation is appreciated.”

Annual Climate Survey 
In May, our district will conduct our annual 

climate survey: do students feel safe, happy, 
and ready to learn? The results guide district 
efforts to help students continue to see school 
as a positive place in their lives.    

Every student’s opinion is valuable, 
but participation is voluntary. Follow the 
directions in the letter sent home to all 
families if you choose to not have your student 
participate.  

Feel free to contact your building principal 
or Shelley Navis, long-term substitute for Vicki 
Sukowski, at ext. 314 if you have any questions.

Family Resource Lending Library Available — Free to All!
Do you want information on discipline, bullying, anger management, 

friendship skills, health, or any other child, parent, or family issue? How do 
you make sense out of all the parenting information out there on the web and 
bookshelves?

Just call one of our Poynette Student Service Department members and they 
will make suggestions or provide you with resources from our excellent  free 
Family Resource Lending Library. There are books, cds, dvds, as well as great 
website recommendations.

To reach one of the following counselors, please call 635-4347, and the 
extension number:
— Todd Anderson, HS, ext. 404
— Christy Hellmich, 1-8, ext. 301
— Gabrielle Morton, K-8, ext. 334
— Shelley Navis, long-term sub for Vicki Sukowski, K-12 , ext. 314

School Calendar of 
Upcoming Events

Monday, May 30 ...............................NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day

Wednesday, June 1 ...............Retiree Open House, 3:30 - 5:00 pm, 
                                                                           Poynette High School IMC

Sunday, June 5 .....................................  PHS Graduation, 1:00 pm, 
                                                                                    Don Kerr Gymnasium

Thursday, June 9 .......................Last Day for Students & Teachers
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View From Here
Message from Matt Shappell, District Administrator

A friend of mine called from out of the blue, asking whether I was going to our 
30th high school class reunion.  I was a bit taken aback -- 30 years. Like most folks 
going through the same moment, it doesn’t seem like it was that long ago.  I can 
still recall many of my teachers and even the ceremony where we sang our class 
song (“Yesterday” by the Beatles).  It reminded me that one of the great things 
about working in public schools is that I get to see that memory created every year 
as a new group of seniors walks across the stage.  We have the honor of watching 
them go from students to graduates -- all with a speech and a flip of a tassel -- and 
of course with a lot of hard work, caring effort from staff members and continuous 
support from friends and family. 

In Poynette we are justifiably proud of the graduates we help create.  Our 
district goal is to have every student graduate ready for whatever he or she 
chooses to do.  That’s a tall order that requires progress monitoring and an ability 
to see into the future a little bit. When Fortune 500 companies complain that they 
can’t find workers who know what it means to work on a team, we look to our 
programming to make sure we provide those opportunities for our students.  If 
cutting-edge startups want creative problem solvers to help them achieve, we 
make sure our students get plenty of practice honing their skills.  

Three decades ago in my high school, only 80% of the kids I started with walked 
across the stage.  Dropouts and required whole grade repetition took their tolls. 
It’s just the way it was.  We’ve come a long way in 30 years -- those numbers, so 
common then, are horrifying now.  Our goal is to make sure Poynette students get 
the help they need when they need it.  We have interventions, boosters, tutoring, 
advisory, etc. etc. available if students are struggling.  And in 2016 we also know 
that there is more than one path to a diploma. 

That diploma means something different today as well.  In 1986 it was the end 
product, a summary document of what was done; it looked backwards.  Today 
in Poynette, that diploma is a ticket to the future.  It looks forward to a world of 
challenges and opportunities where each graduate can utilize the skills and the 
abilities that were formed in the classroom and in the home.  That ticket doesn’t 
symbolize the end of learning, it simply informs the world that here comes a 
Puma, ready to take on whatever is next.  

And whatever that ‘next’ is, we can guarantee that it is much more dynamic and 
fast paced than anything we’ve seen so far. 

Some sociologists define the Millennial generation as those born between 1977 
and 1998. So we may be saying goodbye to our last batch of millennials and hello 
to our next graduates from the generation that goes by several names: Generation 
Z, Post-Millennials or the iGeneration.  These same sociologists also have 
shortened ‘generation’ times from 20+ years to around 15 -- arguing that the world 
changes too rapidly to have a definition that lasts two decades.   (Which means 
our current kindergarten students may be members of a yet unnamed group.)

But no matter what “label” someone else attempts to put on them, our students 
are imprinted with the School District of Poynette -- a school district that reflects 
and is supported by the community.  Our district, like the community it mirrors, 
has high expectations.  The learners that walk the hallways today are the leaders 
of tomorrow.

We welcome you to visit and see the special moments that are happening in 
your district -- great things happen here, each and every day. 

See you at the ceremony celebrating the graduation of the class of 2016!
Matt Shappell

We Invite You to an
OPEN HOUSE

Wed., June 1, 2016
3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Poynette High School - IMC

To Recognize and 
Honor

OUR RETIREES

Director of Student Services, 
16 Years

Food Service, 27 Years

Buildings and Grounds 
Supervisor, 

21 Years

Elementary Teacher, 
24 Years

Early Childhood Teacher, 
32 Years

Special Education Teacher, 
29 Years

Administrative Assistant, 
29 Years

We appreciate the dedica-
tion our employees have given 

throughout the years to our 
students, staff, and community. 

Please come and wish them well 
in the future.

Light refreshments 
will be served.

Please note there will be
no formal presentations.
Guests may come and go 

as they please.
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Counselor’s 
Corner

by Todd Anderson, HS Counselor, 
635-4347, Ext. 404

tande@poynette.k12.wi.us

Juniors should be trying to do some research 
on campuses this spring. Applications are 
completed in the fall of your senior year, so this 
is a great time to get out and visit some colleges 
and see which ones are a good fit for you. If 
you have questions or need more information, 
contact the high school counseling office. The 
following websites can be of use to you in this 
process:

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu, 
www.privatecollegezone.org, 

wiscareers.wisc.edu

The application process will begin early next 
fall so collecting information and narrowing your 
choices of colleges can help with that process.  
Juniors should have received their ACT scores by 
now.  If you have any questions or are thinking 
about retaking the test, stop in and talk with a 
counselor.  Poynette High School is a test site for 
the June test.  The registration deadline for this 
test is May 6th.  The availability date for the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is 
changing.  Juniors will be able to begin filling out 
the FAFSA for college funding after October 1, 
2016.  This new date will hopefully allow students 
and parents to receive funding information 
sooner and make more informed decisions about 
which colleges to attend.  The annual Financial 
Aid Meeting that is usually held in December, 
will be moved up to accommodate this new date.  
More info will be send to you in the mail about 
this meeting.

Seniors, don’t forget that if you are going on to 
college next fall, you will need a final transcript, 
which will be available mid-June.  You can 
request that one be sent through your parchment 
account.  Also, if you used your high school email 
address to establish your parchment transcript 
account, you will want to login and change 
that email address.  Your school email will be 
deactivated once you graduate.  Changing that 
now will allow you to have access to that account 
after your graduation.  

PAD Parent Club
The PAD Parent Club is a parent-run/school-endorsed 

organization that was created to support teachers and 
students in all of their efforts to make our schools great! 
Consider joining us first on the first Tuesday of each month in 
the Poynette 1-8 IMC.

https://sites.google.com/site/poynetteparentclub/

Did you know the Parent Club participates in numerous 
passive fundraisers? 

Passive fundraisers are a way to raise money for our school 
without having to purchase anything or do anything! Just clip 
labels from participating products that you already buy. Turn 
them into any school office and we will do that rest!

Poynette Athletic Booster Club
Poynette Athletic Booster Club is committed to supporting 

athletics in a positive manner. Please be a part of Boosters 
to help us continue to promote good sportsmanship and 
standards for our children. Meetings are held the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the high school IMC. 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

The Poynette Music Parents (PMP)
The Poynette Music Parents (PMP) is dedicated to 

promoting music education and activities at all grade levels 
(K-12). All parents of music students are welcome and 
encouraged to participate! Meetings are held the first Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the high school IMC. 
Please join us to find out what exciting activities we have 
planned for this year! Visit our website https://google.com/
site/poynettemusicparents.org.

The Friends of the Fine Arts
The Friends of the Fine Arts is an organization committed 

to providing area youth and community members with 
opportunities to experience performing and visual arts 
through establishing a Performing Arts Center in the 
community of Poynette. Meetings are held the second 
Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the 1-8 School IMC. Any 
community member is welcome to attend the meetings. To 
contact the group, please email: 

Around the District
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TICK FACTS

- Most tick bites do not transmit harmful microbes.

- There are a variety of tickborne diseases.

- There is a wide range of symptoms that usually  
develop days to weeks after the tick bite.

- The symptoms depend on the 
particular microbe that is 
transmitted.

- For all tick bites, local cleansing 
and antibiotic cream may be 
applied.

- There are safe and effective 
methods for the removal of all 
types of ticks.
 

PREVENTION

- Avoid grassy areas and shrubs 
where ticks populations may be high 
and where they reside, as they are 
waiting  to grab a ride on a potential host.

- Wear lightcolored clothing so ticks can be 
easily seen, and brush them off.

- Tuck pants into boots or socks to avoid ticks crawling   
up loose pant legs.

- Apply insect repellant and use the brands designed to   
repel ticks. Follow label instructions.

- Avoid use of DEETcontaining repellents on children.

- Promptly check yourself, others, and pets if    
exposed to areas where ticks are likely to be located.

- Be sure to treat pets with flea and tick repellents. If   
ticks are removed from pets, manage them the same   
way you would remove a tick on a person.

HOW IS A TICK REMOVED?

1. Wear hand protection such as gloves so you don’t   
spread pathogens from the tick to your hands; use  
forceps or tweezers to grab the tick at skin level.

2. Grasp the tick firmly with the tweezers as close to the   
skin as possible without crushing the tick. Apply gentle  
 pulling motion upward until the tick comes free. Twisting 
or turning the tick does not make removal easier because 
the mouthparts are barbed; in fact, such actions may 
break off the head and mouthparts, thereby increasing the 
chances for infection.

3. Once the tick is removed, don’t crush the tick because 
it may release pathogens. Consider keeping it in a tightly 
closed jar or taped to a piece of paper. Show the tick 
to the doctor if the person bitten becomes ill after the 

tick bite. Flush any removed ticks not kept for 
identification down the toilet or sink.

4. The area of the bite should leave a 
small crater or indentation where 

the head and mouthparts were 
embedded. If portions of the 
head or mouthparts remain, 
they may be removed by a 
doctor.

5. Thoroughly cleanse the bite 
area with soap and water or a 
mild disinfectant. Observe the 

area for several days for

development of a reaction to the 
bite (rash or signs of infection). 

Apply antibiotic cream to the area 
as a precaution. Application of an 

antibiotic to the area may help prevent 
a local infection but usually does not affect 

the chance of developing diseases transmitted by 
the tick. Wash hands thoroughly after handling any tick or 
instruments that touched a tick.

WHEN TO SEE A DOCTOR

- You aren’t able to completely remove the tick. The   
 longer the tick remains attached to your skin, the greater 
your risk of getting a disease from it.

- The rash gets bigger. A small red bump may appear at 
the site of the tick bite. This is normal. But if it develops 
into a larger rash, perhaps with a bull’seye pattern, it may 
indicate Lyme disease. Also consult your doctor if signs = 
and symptoms disappear because you may still be at risk 
of the disease.

- You develop flulike signs and symptoms. Fever, chills, 
fatigue, body aches and a headache may accompany the 
rash.

- You think the bite site is infected. Signs and symptoms 
include redness or oozing. If possible, bring the tick with 
you to your doctor’s appointment.

School Nurse Report
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Camp Invention
This year’s Camp Invention curriculum is called 

Epic™, inspired by some of our nation’s most brilliant 
minds including experienced educators, inductees of 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame and developed 
in partnership with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. Epic™ features hands-on modules like 
CrickoBot™, where Campers construct and personalize 
a DIY solar-powered cricket and a unique habitat; Epic 
Park ™, where Campers work in teams to design an eco-
adventure park; I Can Invent: Maker Studio™, where 
Campers brainstorm product ideas and build original 
prototypes using real tools and components found in 
everyday devices; and The Lab: Where Pigs Fly™, where 
children can discover the science of slime, demolition, 
electronic sound, giant squid and coding. 

Another Family Paint Night!
Due to the popularity of the first Family Paint Night in 

February, the PHS Art Club will be hosting another Family 
Paint Night event!  Date & time are yet to be determined, 
but keep your eye out for information on Facebook , the 
Poynette School District Website, and posters around the 
community.  

Music Is in the Air Everywhere at Poynette Schools!
You know spring is in full force when music 

performances are a plenty in the Poynette School District.
2nd & 3rd Grade Concert - Thursday, May 12 at 7:00 pm, 

1-8 Gym
Middle School Band & Choir Concert - Tuesday, May 17 

at 7:00 pm, 1-8 Gym
High School Band & Choir Concert - Monday, May 16 at 

6:30 pm, High School Auxiliary Gym
High School Memorial Day Performance - Monday, May 

30 at 11:00 am, Hillside Cemetery

Attention Middle Schoolers:  
Are You Interested in Band?

There will be a Beginning Band Parent/Student Meeting 
on Tuesday, May 24 at 6:00 pm, in the Poynette Middle 
School Band Room, Room 111.  

The beginning band meeting is mainly for parents who 
have never had a student in the band program before.  
Parents and students will learn about the band program, 
learn about options for instruments, and register for the 
summer lesson program.  

Parents who have been through the beginning band 
process need not attend, although they may if they wish.  
Mr. Hazard will contact parents that have previously been 
through the process about getting their child involved in 
band.

Upcoming Events

Poynette Middle School Performers Present: The Fairy Tale Network

The Fairy Tale Network is a television network that needs to 
improve its viewership ratings with exciting new programming.  
The three mice working as creative consultants for the studio 
each must come up with a story idea to pitch to their new chief, 
the Cat.  And they need to pitch their ideas fast before they 
become a fancy feast!  They retell the well-known tales of Little 
Red Riding Hood, The Three Pigs, and Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears, but now with new, unexpected twists.  The crew of Busy 
Bees racing on props and sometimes even becoming the set 
pieces themselves makes this play fast-paced, super-easy to 
stage and fun! 

The Middle School performance of The Fairy Tale Network  will take place Thursday, May 26 at 7:00 pm in the 1-8 
gym.  Admission is FREE.  Come and enjoy a performance put on by our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  The play is directed 
by Miss Harms, Poynette Middle & High School Spanish teacher, and Miss Eckhardt, Poynette Elementary Spanish 
teacher & Title I Reading Support.

*Adapted from www.pioneerdrama.com
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PUMA Athletics 2016-17
Athletic Code Meetings
-All athletes who plan to play a sport throughout the year and 
their parents should attend one of these sessions 
August 1, at 6:30 p.m., Kerr Gymnasium
August 8, at 6:30 p.m., Kerr Gymnasium

Important Practice Dates:
Football
Aug. 1 - Equipment Issue, Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 2 - First Day of Practice

Boy’s Soccer
August 8 - Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
August 15 - First Day of Practice

Cross Country
August 8 - Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
August 15 - First Day of Practice

Volleyball
August 8 - Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
August 15 - First Day of Practice

Accessing School Sports Online
We want to provide accurate sports information but many times 
there are last minute cancellations or rescheduled games. You 
can now access and print all up-to-date high school athletic 
schedules at: www.capitolnorthconference.org 
or through the school website: www.poynette.k12.wi.us

Middle school athletic events can be found by accessing the 
school district’s website at:
www.poynette.k12.wi.us, then click on schools, Poynette Middle 
School, (then on the left bar menu) click on Middle School Extra 
Curricular Activities, Athletic Schedules.

Poynette Interscholastic 
Equestrian Team 

EQUESTRIANS WANTED:  We are looking 
for students, grades 6-12, who are interested 
in joining Poynette’s Equestrian team for the 
2016-2017 school year.  We are a lettering sport! 
Every year we have a lot of fun. The concept 
of showing as a team, instead of individually, 
makes it much more enjoyable for everyone. 

The season for the equestrian team runs from 
September to the end of October. It includes 
most disciplines: Western, English, Jumping and 
Gymkhana (speed).  All classes have patterns 
(judged on the student and how well the 
student/horse shows as a team). There are no 
pleasure classes (judged on the horse). 

We compete in three shows (all in one 
weekend–Saturday is double judged) in Oshkosh 
at Sunnyview Expo Center,  September 24th 
and 25th.  If our team places 1st or 2nd in our 
division then we’ll compete October 29th and 
30th at the state show in Madison.

Approximate Fees for the district show are as 
follows:  $35 membership, $50 stall fee and $40 
show fee (there may be an additional charge for 
camping). The deadline for signing up is July 
15, 2016. If interested, MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
to attend an organizational meeting on June 
22nd at 6:00 p.m. under the park pavilion in 
downtown Poynette. 

To learn more, or if you can’t attend the 
meeting, please contact Beth Mislivecek at 608-

You can learn more about WIHA by visiting the 
website at www.wiha.us.

10th Annual “Hoops for Heart”
Poynette Middle School vs. Staff Annual Basketball Event

The Poynette Middle School 8th grade health students recently hosted the 10th 
Annual Hoops For Heart students versus staff fundraising event on Tuesday, April 
5th, 2016. Hoops For Heart is sponsored by the American Heart Association and is 
designed to raise money and awareness for heart disease by incorporating bas-
ketball and the importance of physical activity. The 8th grade students challenged 
the Poynette staff to a basketball game hoping to repeat last year’s victory.  The 
game was well fought by both teams, but unfortunately for the students they were 
unable to defeat the seasoned veterans. Poynette Middle School was able to raise 
$773 this year to be donated to the American Heart Association. Thank you to all 
those who participated in this great event and for your generous donations. We 
hope to see you next year!
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Swim Lessons
Monday through Thursday

Session 1 — June 20-30, 8 a.m.-12 noon
Session 2 —  July 11-21,8 a.m.-12 noon
Session 3 —  July 25-August 4, 8 a.m.-12 noon
Session 4 —  August 8-18, 8 a.m.-12 noon

Summer Pool Hours
Pool Opens June 13-August 18
The pool is closed Fridays and Saturdays.
The pool is cleared 10 minutes before closing.
Sunday ................................. 1:00-4:00, Open Swim
Monday ............................... 1:30-3:30, Open Swim
Tuesday ............................... 1:30-3:30, Open Swim 
   ...............................5:15-6:15, Water Aerobics
   ....................................... 6:15-7:15, Lap Swim
Wednesday  ......................... 1:30-3:30, Open Swim 
   ....................................... 5:00-6:00, Lap Swim
   .................................... 6:00-8:00, Open Swim 
   ....................................... 8:00-9:00, Lap Swim
Thursday ............................. 1:30-3:30, Open Swim 
   ...............................5:15-6:15, Water Aerobics 
   ....................................... 6:15-7:15, Lap Swim

Swim Fees 
(Swim passes available at pool)
Open Swim: $1.25 adult & $.75 student
Family Summer Open Swim Pass: $25
Individual Summer Open Swim Pass: $10
Lap Swim & Water Aerobics: $2.00 per time
Punch Cards for Lap Swim & Water Aerobics $20 for 12 
punches

Pool Closure Dates
May 27- June13 for maintenance
July 1 & 4 for the 4th of July Holiday
After August 18 for maintenance

Please note:
Children must be in grade 3 (or 8 years old) to enter 

the pool area without a parent. You must be able to 
swim 25 yards in the deep area; lifejackets are welcome 
only in shallow water.

Summer Pool Use – Lessons/Open Swim/Lap & Aerobic Swim

Census Information
To facilitate an accurate school census and also plan for 

the district’s future, we are asking that all residents new 
to the school district and all residents who have had new 
babies, contact Lisa at  635-4347, ext. 202.

Registration Dates Set for Next School Year
Registration for children in grades 4K-8 will  be held on 

Tuesday, July 12 and Tuesday, July 19.  Registration for high 
school students will  be held from Monday, July 11 through 
Tuesday, July 19. 

Additional information, including times, will be mailed 
to parents and posted on our website at a later date. 

Parking Lot Reminder
As a friendly reminder, please do not move the cau-

tion cones in the area of the parking lot in front of the 1-8 
building.  These cones need to be there so drivers have 
adequate room to empty the disposal containers located 
on the parking lot.  Thank you for your cooperation.

2016-17 School Supply Lists
School supply lists for next year will be available by the 

end of June at the 1-8 and high school offices, as well as on 
our website.

Student Dress and Clothing Code
The responsibility for maintaining good grooming and 

acceptable dress habits rests with the student and par-
ents. Common sense should prevail. Halters, half tops 
and other brief forms of clothing in school are not accept-
able. If you have any questions, please refer to the student 
handbook.

ATTENTION STUDENTS:  
Library Materials Need Returning

The Poynette School District Library-Media Specialist 
would like to remind students that the last day for check-
ing out library materials is Friday, May 27.  All materials 
are due back on or before Friday, June 3.  Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation.

occur, it is the School District of Poynette’s policy to evacuate the swimming pool and wait for at least 
thirty minutes after the last lightning strike before patrons will be allowed to reenter.

the pool will be closed.
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Food Service Program
School District of Poynette

Dear Families,
Proper nutrition is an important part of your 

family’s educational environment.  The School 
District of Poynette strives to provide healthy meals 
to students each day and to provide accurate and 
accessible account balance information to families 
relating to each child’s meal participation.  As you 
know, the food service program follows a pre-payment 
program requiring positive account balances to allow 
users to access the school lunch program.  As a 
result, each student’s account should hold and 
maintain sufficient funds to make purchases 
from our food service program.  

automated message sent out to the family 
via email reminding families of a low 
balance.

account balance -- phone call or 
electronic contact informing 
families of possible account 
suspension

and lower account balance 
-- notice of suspension (by 
phone or letter) providing 
at least three school days 
warning -- informing 
them that students will 
no longer be allowed 
to charge meal or 
food products until the student’s account is restored to 
a positive balance.  ( Accounts will be suspended after 
three school days if funds are not received to ensure 
the account has a positive balance.)

asked to send a bag lunch with their children.  
Please review your family’s food service account 

balances and your email and phone information we 
have on file to ensure it is current.  We are currently 
working on implementing updates in our Infinite 
Campus Portal system.  We ask for your patience as we 
work through these processes.

We appreciate your participation in the food 
service program and continued support of our 
schools.  Should you have any questions, please feel 

poynette.k12.wi.us.  You may also find information 
on our food service programs by visiting our school 
website at www.poynette.k12.wi.us.

How can I get funds into my child’s food service account?
Families can deposit funds into their student’s lunch 

account either online via the Infinite Campus Portal or by 
dropping payment off at any of the buildings in the district.

Online Payment
If you do not have an Infinite Campus Portal account 

and would like to establish one, visit the following link for 
information on how to establish an account and gain access 
to view and manage your student(s) food service account:  
http://www.poynette.k12.wi.us/parents/par_campus.cfm.  If 

you have an Infinite Campus Portal account established, 
you can access your account by visiting the following link: 

https://poynettewi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/
poynette.jsp.  The online payment system can be used 

anytime, night or day, to make food service deposits 
and pay fees.  The online payment system accepts 

payments from your bank’s checking or savings 
accounts.  You choose which account you would 

like to make payments from.

Payments at School Offices
Payments for your student’s food service 

account can be made by dropping 
payment off at any of the buildings in 

the district.  When sending payments 
to school, please enclose payments in 

an envelope with your student’s full 
name and the payment amount 

printed clearly on the envelope.  
If your payment is to be divided 
amongst multiple members of 

your family, please indicate how you would like the payment 
divided - be specific.

Free & Reduced Meals
Students participating in the free meal program receive 

one free or reduced daily breakfast meal and one free or 
reduced lunch meal, regardless of balance.  The free/reduced 
meal program does NOT apply to ala carte items (including 
just milk at meal times).  If you feel that your family would 
qualify for free or reduced meals, applications are available 
at your child’s school office or online on our district website 
(http://www.poynette.k12.wi.us) or at our district office.  If 
you have already filled out an application for the current 
school year and did not qualify, please feel free to submit a 
new application if your household income or membership has 
changed since the last application.  You may reapply any time 
throughout the school year, keep in mind all applications are 
for the current school year only and families need to reapply 
annually.
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Kindergarten Registration
Children who will be five years old by 

September 1, 2016, and plan to attend 
kindergarten this fall should already be 
registered.  However, if you missed the Round 
Up (Registration Day on May 6) for any 
reason, it is still important that you call the 
school at 635-4347, ext. 6, to register your 
child for this fall’s kindergarten class. 

4K Registration for 2016-17
Attention parents who have children who 

will be 4 years old prior to September 1, 2016. 
Your child is eligible to participate in The 
School District of Poynette’s 4K program next 
fall.  

If you missed our registration date in 
April, please call the elementary and middle 
school office at 635-4347, ext. 6, for more 
information about the program and to 
register your child.

3-and 4-Year-Old Screening
All district children who will be 3 or 4 years 

old by September 1, 2016, and have not been 
screened before are invited to participate in 
the district’s 3-and-4-Year-Old Screening Day. 
If you would like to register your child, you 
can contact the school office at 635-4347, ext. 
6 anytime after May 1. When you call, you will 
be able to schedule an appointment time for 
the developmental screening which will be 
held during school hours in September.  

The purpose of the screening is to give the 
preschool child an opportunity to participate 
in some fun “school like” activities while 
professionals briefly check developmental 
skills. Parents will then have an opportunity 
to meet with school staff to review the 
screening results as well as ask questions 
or discuss concerns they may have. There 
will be some information on general child 
development and home activities available to 
take with you.

Federal legislation requires school 
districts to identify all children from ages 
3 to 21, inclusive, who have special needs, 
disabilities, and/or significant difficulties in 
learning. If you have specific concerns about 
your preschool child, please call Jay Hausser 
at the Poynette Elementary School, 635-4347, 
ext. 100.

Oh the Things You Can Do That Are Good For You!
Students at the Arlington Early Learning Center conducted relays 

using PE equipment & movements that represented some of the Dr. 
Seuss Books.    

Disc

the Turtle - 
Army Crawl 
on Yellow 
Mat  

Go! - Scoot-
ers

What a 
great con-
nection 
between 
literacy and 
physical 
education!

Arlington Early Learning Center
Jumpin’ to Keep Our Hearts Pumpin’

Arlington Early Learning Center Kindergarten classes participated 
in the American Heart Association’s Jump Rope for Heart event.  
With all of the jumping that the students did over a couple weeks, 
their jumping skills got much better.  Donations by AELC parents 
and students totalled $1,090.00!  Money was raised for the wonderful 
heart healthy awareness for the American Heart Association. Thank 
you for all of the donations to help families fight against heart 
disease or stroke.
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Math 24 Team: Top row: Ashia M., Jimmy H.; Middle row: Logan D., Abby K., Nicholas M.; 
Bottom row: Avery O., Logan O., Codi W., and Hazel R.

Math 24
Math 24 is a fast-paced 

mathematics program that 
builds strong mental math 
and problem-solving skills.  
The challenge is to create 
equations that total 24 by 
using all numbers on each 
card and any combination 
of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, or division.  
Poynette’s Elementary 
and Middle School teams 
competed at a Math 24 
tournament in Reedsburg on 
March 15th.  Abby K. placed 
6th overall at the tournament.

Poynette Math Minds Shine

5th/6th Grade 
Math Team

The 5th/6th grade Poynette 
math team competed in Lake 
Mills on Feb. 29th to win 3rd 
place out of nine teams at 
the Dane County Archimedes 
Math Meet.  Congratulations 
to our 5th & 6th graders for a 
great competition!

Lizzy E.; Back Row: Jimmy H., Clayton N., Kyla T., Ilse B.
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Wisconsin 
Mathematics Council 

State Math Meet
On March 2nd, members of 

the middle and high school math 
teams participated in the Wisconsin 
Mathematics Council State Math Meet.  
Top high school scorers were:  William 
R. (Gr. 12), and Olivia H.(Gr. 9).  Top 
middle school scorers were Logan B. 
(Gr. 8) and Daniel W. (Gr. 8).  Good work 
to all who participated.

Poynette Math Minds Shine

7th/8th Grade Math Team
The Poynette 7th/8th grade math team 

competed on March 10th in Lake Mills.  
Poynette took 3rd place out of nine teams.  
Logan B. won the individual 2nd place 
high score overall.

(left to right): Colby S., Jake B., Logan B., 
-

lyn C., Paige T., Nina W., Abbey M.
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Logan received a 
certificate and math 
book to recognize his 
achievement in the 
MAA - Wisconsin Math 

In December, the Poynette High School and Middle School 
math teams participated in the Mathematical Association of 

America’s Wisconsin 
Math Examination.  
The top scorer from 
Poynette was eighth 
grader, Logan B.  

On Monday, March 7, students from Poynette Middle 
School and Poynette High School competed in the Capitol 
Conference Math Meet. 

JV Team:  Bailey W. (Gr. 10), 
Olivia H. (Gr. 9), Trevor M. (Gr. 
10), Colby S. (Gr. 8), Danny W. 
(Gr. 8), Jake B. (Gr. 8), Abbey 
M. (Gr. 8), and Logan B. (Gr. 
8).  Extra congratulations to 
Olivia H.k and Logan B.  Olivia 
received a first place score 
and Logan was the first place 
finisher in the Conference 
with a PERFECT score!  This is 
quite an accomplishment for 
Logan as he was competing 
against high school freshmen 
and sophomores as 8th 
grader.  The JV team took 
5th place with a score of 189 
and were just three points 
away from finishing in 3rd.  
Congratulations to this entire 
group for their team and 
individual accomplishments! 

Varsity Team:  Steven L. (Gr. 
11), Dylon G. (Gr. 12), Will 
R. (Gr. 12), and Hudson H. 
(Gr. 12).  The top scorer from 
Poynette was Will R. placing in 
9th place, just shy of receiving 

a conference medal.  Congratulations to this entire group 
for all your hard work and accomplishments this year! 

S., Abby M. and Olivia H.; Back Row (L to R):  Hudson H., Dylon G., Trevor M., Will R. Ste-
ven L., Bailey W. and Logan B.

Capitol Conference Math Meet

Mathematical Association of 
America’s Wisconsin Math Examination

Middle School Math Team
In March, the middle school math team 

participated in the annual Wisconsin 
Mathematics Council math meet. Members of 
the team included Logan B., Paige T., Abby K., 
Katelyn C., Nina W., Colby S., Danny W., and Jake 
B.  The team took 1st place in Division C (small 
schools). Additionally, Logan B. made 1st team 
All-State and Danny W. and Jake B. made 2nd 
team All-State. Congratulations to them on a job 
well done!
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Poynette Middle School
Middle School Forensics

Congratulations Dr. Pritzl!
Dr. Jerry Pritzl earned his doctorate over Spring Break.  He successfully defended his 

studies on educational leadership strategies at Edgewood College.  We are very proud of this 
Puma!  Please be sure to congratulate Dr. Pritzl on the great accomplishment.

Dr. Jerry Pritzl, 
Principal, 

Poynette Middle School

The middle school forensics team had another 
successful season!  15 members joined this year, and only 
4 were returning participants.  The team was coached 
by Mrs. Rogness and Mrs. Anderson.  The season began 
in late January and wrapped up in mid-March.  Despite 
having a relatively inexperienced group this year, we 
had some excellent performers!  Students competed in 
the areas of solo acting, radio news broadcast, poetry, 
group interpretation, and non-original speech.  Several 

of our students even wrote their own pieces, including 
all of the radio news broadcast groups and both poetry 
readers!  Our solo actors both had to memorize their entire 
script, which is quite an accomplishment!  We traveled 
to Columbus and Lodi for our meets this year, and 
had excellent feedback from the judges.  Every student 
improved their public speaking skills, and we had a lot of 
fun in the process!  Congratulations to all of the forensics 
members on an excellent season!  
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Middle School Students of the Month for March

High School Student Share Knowledge 
with Elementary Students

Hunter Walters, a junior at Poynette High School,  shared his expertise of 
hunting and trapping with the fourth grade classes at the Poynette Elementary 
School. He brought a fine collection of furs which students were allowed to 
pass around. He gave details of how trapping has changed and the rules which 
makes trapping safe for all involved. Students were able to ask questions and 
gain insight on this lifelong skill. This presentation weaved into fourth grade 
social studies lesson on the fur trade in Wisconsin in the 1700 and 1800s. 

Poynette Elementary School

Congratulations to the Middle School Students of the Month — March 2016

Poynette 2nd Graders 
Collecting Aluminum

Poynette 2nd graders continue 
to collect aluminum cans and/or 
the tabs off of the cans. Please send 
them in with your child, and he/she 
can drop them off at the office or in 
Mrs. Hathaway’s classroom.  Thank 
you for your help with this worth-
while project!



 School District of Poynette Newsletter    Page 19    May/June

Poynette High School
PHS Band & Choir Continues 

Their Path of Excellence
On February 27 at Lake Mills High School, 
several PHS Band and Choir members 
participated in the Solo & Ensemble contest.  
Congratulations to the following PHS Band 
and Choir members who qualified to compete 
at the State Solo & Ensemble contest at UW-
Whitewater!

Dalton McLaughlin Marimba Solo
Nolan Morris Baritone Solo
Feike Van Opstal Trombone Solo
Dan Koch Alto Saxophone Solo
Dan Koch and Alto Sax. and Trumpet Duet
Nolan Morris 
Erin Murray Alto Solo
Brandon Gehrke French Horn Solo
Dalton McLaughilin Piano Solo
Dylon George Music Theater-Male Solo
Dylon George Baritone or Bass Solo

PHS Jazz Band:
Nolan Morris, Trevor Marquardt, Kameron 
Jennings, Chloe Wilkerson, Madeline Redell, 
Claire Redell, Abby Gregorich, Daniel Koch, 
William Roberts, Ford Heilman, Holly 
McFarlane, Aven Gotzion, Keller Leerek, Dalton 
McLaughlin, Mya Knuteson, Carlene Lapacek, 
Scott Lucey, Dylon George, Feike Van Opstal, 
Alexis Zellmer, Ava Wilkerson, Bailey Curtis, 
Tillie Petersen 

Brass Ensemble:
Madeline Redell, Claire Redell, Scott Lucey, 
Aven Gotzion, Emily Taylor, Dylon George, 
Kameron Jennings, Trevor Marquardt, Nolan 
Morris 

PHS Music Vocal Ensemble:
Dylon George, McKenna Horacek, Jen Lucey, 
Nolan Morris, Erin Murray, Naomi Phipps, Kat 
Reddeman, Diego Santibanez, Emily Simon, 
and Ivy Tomlinson

Spring Break 2016 PHS Band and Choir
2016 Spring Break was a memorable one for band and choir 

students as they headed off to Memphis, Tennessee and finished 
off the trip in New Orleans, Louisiana.  Students had the chance to 
see and hear the rich culture of music that’s especially unique to 
the South during their one week trip. Just a few of the opportunities 
students experienced were a swamp tour down the Mississippi 
River, a tour of the iconic Sun Studio where legendary artists such 
as BB King and Elvis first started their careers, and a tour at Elvis’ 
Graceland home. Students also had two excellent performances 
at the French Quarter and the National World War II Museum. The 
memories the students made on the trip will last a lifetime. The 
Band and Choir performed exceptionally well at the National World 
War II Museum and in the French Quarter.  Special thanks to all 
those who made this trip possible!
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Teamwork and Skills in 
Building Trades Class

These Aldo Leopold benches were made by Brenton Kelly and the 
Senior Building Trades Class at the Poynette High School.  The class 
was asked to construct these benches in honor of Roland Dale Felton.  
The CNC machine was used to create the lettering and shapes of the 
boards.  The boards were then sanded, stained, and assembled into 
these beautiful benches.  These benches will make their home on the 
trails at the Mackenzie Center, providing a comfortable place to sit as 
visitors take a break from walking the trails.

PHS Art Work Displayed 
in Capitol Conference 

Art Show
In April, eight PHS Art students had 

artwork on display at the Capitol Conference 
Art Show.  The Capitol Conference Art Show 
took place at the Pyle Center on the campus 
of UW - Madison.  Students who had their 
work on display included:

- Brittany Danda
- April Dishno
- Emma Haukom
- Raven Kleist
- Alex Mayville
- Grace Walz
- Tori Wright
- Alexis Zellmer
Congratulations to these students for the 

special recognition of their talent & hard 
work! 

Aldo Leopold benches after a job well done.

Students in the Senior Building Trades Class stain boards that eventu-
ally become Aldo Leopold Benches.

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2016!

Senior Awards Night Banquet
 Wednesday, May 25 at 7:30 pm 

in the Poynette Village Hall

Mandatory Graduation Practice 
and Senior Breakfast  

Friday, June 3 at 7:30 - 9:30 am 
in the Don Kerr Gymnasium

Commencement Exercises
Sunday, June 5 at 1:00 pm 

in the Don Kerr Gymnasium 
(Gym doors will open at 12:30 pm.)

Class Motto:  
“What lies behind us and what lies 

before us are small matters compared to 
what lies within us.” 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Poynette FBLA State Participants
On April 11 - April 12, seven students participated in the FBLA State 

Leadership Conference located in La Crosse.  Students competed in 
business related events against other high school students in the state of 
Wisconsin.  If the students placed in the top 4 of their event, they would 
move on to nationals located in Atlanta.  The students who competed 
were:  Riley B., Cody C., and Tierney W. in Sports and Entertainment 
Management,  Steven L. in Networking Concepts, and Brandon W. in 
Accounting I.  Allie B. and Parker B. also participated as voting delegates.  
We are proud to announce Brandon took 1st place in Accounting I and 
will be moving forward at nationals in June!  Congratulations and great 
job to all participants!

Congratulations, Brandon on your first place 
finish in Accounting I!

Future Business Leaders of America Poynette Students



 School District of Poynette Newsletter    Page 22    May/June

Great Experiences for PHS Health Occupations Class

In April, the Health 
Occupations class visited the 
Poynette Veterinary Clinic and 
was able to observe some real 
world procedures in the field of 
Veterinary medicine.  Thank you 
Dr. Ron Fabrizius for taking time 
out of your schedule to share with 
our students.

Mrs. Cross’s Health Occupations class 
at Poynette High School involves students 
interested in venturing into the field of 
Health Care. In March and April, students 
in the Health Occupations class were 
fortunate to be able to experience two great 
opportunities in the field of Health Care.

 In March, visitors from Madison College 
brought a Simulation Mannequin helped 
PHS students conduct vital signs.  Chris 
Percy, Karen Johnson Kretschmann, and 
Jeff Wenzel from Madison College assisted 
the students with the mannequin as they 
maneuvered through these processes.  
Thank you to Chris, Karen, & Jeff for taking 
time out of their schedules to share with 
our students.  

What a great opportunities 
for our PHS students!
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Mr. Tenpas Inducted 
into Hall of Fame

On April 9, Mr. Tenpas was inducted 
into the Wisconsin Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame.  Mr. Tenpas has 
been coaching football in Poynette since 
1977.  He teaches history, economics, 
and current issues at the high school.  
Congratulations on this prestigious 
recognition, Mr. Tenpas!  We’re proud to 
have you as a fellow Puma!  

PHS National Honor Society Welcomes New Inductees

Poynette High School National Honor Society
-

gan B., Mattie B., Amanda W.; Back row: Aven G., Kaden H., Jared J., Trevor M., Trey K., Dylan W., Dalton M., Nathaniel C., 
Morgan S.

The National Honor Society Induction Ceremony was 
Monday, March 21st at the Village Hall.  Students must 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or better as well as uphold 

the four pillars of NHS: scholarship, leadership, character, 
and service.  Congratulations to the newest members of 
the Pauquette Chapter of NHS!

Mr. Tom Tenpas, 
Poynette High School

Social Studies Teacher

2016 Yearbook – Order Yours Today!
The 2016 Poynette High School yearbooks 

are being sold online at jostensyearbooks.com. 
Final yearbook orders are due Friday, May 20. 
The price is $55. You can also send a check to 
the school, made payable to “Poynette High 
School” until that date.

Seniors should have already submitted their 
senior photo to Mrs. Kube. The senior pages 
are currently being finalized for submission.

Mrs. Kube is the yearbook adviser and can 
be reached for any questions.  

Please call her at 635-4347, ext. 409, or 
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Board of Education
Kathleen Lucey ............................................................... President
Ron Redell ............................................................... Vice President
Randy Tomlinson ................................................................... Clerk 
Jeff Noble ......................................................................... Treasurer
Kevin Thays ......................................................................  Member
Jerry Burke ........................................................................  Member
Angela Hall .......................................................................  Member

Administration
Matthew Shappell .....................................  District Administrator
Linda Dallman ................................................. Business Manager
Alan Chittick ....................................Director of Student Services
Mark Hoernke ............................ Poynette High School Principal
Jason Adams ...........................................  PHS  Assistant Principal
                                                           and District Athletic Director
Jerry Pritzl ................................Poynette Middle School Principal
Jay Hausser ...................... Poynette Elementary School Principal

School Website: www.poynette.k12.wi.us

District Administrative Offices ............................635-4347, Ext. 5
Arlington Early Learning Center ...................................... Ext. 105
Poynette 1-8 School ............................................................... Ext. 6
Poynette High School ............................................................ Ext. 7
GO Riteway Bus Company ..............................................745-1501
District Newsletter ....................................... Marie Klink, Ext. 403
PHS Sports Updates ............... www.capitolnorthconference.org 

The Mission of the School District of 
Poynette is to provide an education that 

treats each person as an individual. 
We will instill within each student the love 

of learning, foster self-esteem and civic 
responsibility. Our educational program 
will impart the necessary skills to excel in 

a changing and progressing society.

Read With 
Your Child ... 

The Most Important 
20 Minutes of Your Day!

Please note:
school due to inclement weather, an 
announcement will be made on the radio 
and television stations listed above.

bus, please contact GO Riteway at 745-1501. 
Office hours are 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Morning Playground Hours
Please remember that middle school 
students should not be on school grounds 
before 7:15 a.m. and elementary students 
not before 8:15 a.m. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter.

School Announcements... 
regarding Late Buses, Closings, 
and Severe Weather Advisories

If schools are closed or delayed due to severe 
weather, consequently causing buses to run late, 

the following stations will be contacted:

WPDR–Portage, 1350 AM and 100.1 FM
WIBU–Portage, 900 AM/WBKY
WNNO–Wisconsin Dells
WTSO–1070 AM/WZEE–104 FM
WIBA–1310 AM/101.5 FM WMAD/WMLI
WOLX–94.9 FM/WNNN–105.5 FM/WYZ–98 FM
TV CHANNEL 3–Madison (Radio–WJJO-94.1 FM/
WQWM-106 FM; WTDY–1480 AM/WMGM–98 FM)
TV CHANNELS 15 & 27


